
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



(Formerly "Abstract of Sanitary Reports") 

Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance with act 

of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XI. Washington, D. C, November 27, 1896. No. 48. 



UNITED STATES 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Report on a case of smallpox in Memphis, Tenn. 

Memphis, Tenn., November 7, 1896. 

Sib : I have the honor to report the occurrence of a case of smallpox 
in this city in the person of a white child 3 years old. The case pre- 
sents several very interesting and unusual features. In the first place, 
the child was vaccinated about two years ago with, it is stated, a very 
successful result.- Th§ second matter of interest relates to the mode of 
infection. The child's parents are well-to-do people, and are boarding 
in the residential part of the city, rather on the edge of town. The 
owner of the house in which the child is boarding is a contractor, and 
last winter erected the county pesthouse, and was certainly more or less 
about the patients. He denies this, but as he had previously had small- 
pox there is every reason to believe that he was careless and was more 
or less exposed without thinking of it. 

His winter clothes and overcoat have been hanging all summer in a 
closet, and when the boarders moved in recently these articles were 
allowed to remain in the closet and the child's clothing hung in juxta- 
position to the overcoat, etc. 

At least seven months must have intervened since the last possible 
exposure of the contractor's clothing — possibly longer^and the exposure 
of the child to infection therefrom. There has been no smallpox in the 
city for seven or eight months and there is no other source of infection 
possible other than the contractor's clothing. Doubtless the child was 
hypersensitive to infection. The contracting the disease after recent 
successful vaccination and from a source of infection presenting the 
poison in a (probably) very attenuated form all point to this. The 
confining of the clothing in a close closet doubtless also cuts a figure in 
the preservation for so long a time of the specific poison. 

The case has been rigidly isolated, the house placarded, and vaccina- 
tion is being pushed in the neighborhood. I therefore do not think it 
likely that there will be any more cases. 

Very respectfully, G. B. Young, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 
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